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Choices, choices, choices! Our lives are made up of choices. Some of them can be really pleasurable like when we stand in the baker’s shop and survey the delicious array of breads, sandwiches, pastries, and cakes. Other choices, of course, are much harder and can have huge implications. Choosing the right job, the right home, the right partner can clearly affect you for your whole life.
Yet there’s a choice that is even more important than this.
We can choose to have payment for what we have earned, or we can choose to have an unearned gift. All of us have a choice to make about our faith and the implications of that for our lifestyle.
It is right that we get paid for what we do. Unfortunately, though the payment for our wrongdoing and sin is death. As humans we constantly mess up, we hurt those around us with our words and actions, and we don’t live a life that honours God. Death is the wage we receive for doing this.
Thankfully, the story doesn’t end there. There is a choice we can make.
We can choose to receive the wages we are due, or we can choose to accept the free gift of eternal life.
The gospel writer Matthew (10:39) puts it like this: we can choose to find our life or to lose it. If we choose to live life our own way by our own rules, we will ultimately lose it. By doing what we want and accepting the wages of sin we receive death.
But if we choose to lose our life, to forgo the wages we have earned and to accept the free gift we will find life in the form of eternal life.
It’s important, of course, to know what to do with this gift. We don’t leave it unwrapped, simply admiring the pretty paper every Sunday morning!
Let’s say that you have been given a gift for your birthday. It’s a season ticket, your favourite sports team, or a Proms season, or for a year’s theatre or cinema visits. You don’t unwrap it, frame it, and stick it on the wall.  No! You use it!
Using our gift from God has been called taking up our cross daily and following Jesus. Now that’s not always going to be easy. 
But as we live our lives serving God, we remember that we have been freed from the slavery of sin and have chosen the gift of eternal life. Amen.
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