  Devotional Blog  -                       
  Sunday 19th October
Do you remember when you first heard about Mother Teresa? A tiny compassionate woman who provided care for those suffering from leprosy. Her motto was to “do small things with great love.” And she certainly did. At the time of her death in September 1997 her Missionaries of Charity had 4000 Sisters operating in 610 missions in 123 countries.
Leper colonies crop up in the Bible. Indeed, Jesus ran across a small one once when he was making his fateful way to Jerusalem. He enters an unnamed village in the borderlands between Samaria and Galilee (Luke 17: 11-19) when ten leprosy sufferers confront him. They are required to hail him “from a distance,” for they are socially and religiously excluded from both family and community life.
Jesus’ compassion is evident as he immediately answers their cry for mercy, by telling them to show themselves to the priests.
On their way to the priests—all are healed.
They are no longer excluded and can be readmitted to family and social life. Yet this miracle story focuses on just one of the healed lepers. Why? Well, he returns to Jesus, throws himself on the ground in front of him, pouring out his gratitude and praising God. Then we learn that this one healed man is a Samaritan. Someone who is doubly ostracized by Jewish society. He represents the outsiders, the foreigner, “not one of us.”
Only this foreigner has returned to praise God.
So, our Bible story contains radical inclusion and a powerful lesson to the other nine healed men (and to us) that praise, and thanksgiving are the right response to the merciful action of Christ.
But there’s even more to this Gospel tale, an even greater lesson for us today.
Jesus still hears the cries of those that are marginalized and ostracized.
And Jesus sees and hears us too!
He feels our brokenness and pain, he understands the burden, the shame, and the anger of our back stories. He knows the borderlands of our inner being. The elements of us that are hidden, hidden by us. These are the places that we may least want to be seen yet most need to be touched.
Jesus is not afraid of borderlands, he’s very willing to meet us in these hidden places. 
When we recognize his presence in our hidden places we can offer him grateful praise. 
And when it happens it can empower us also to “do small things with great love,” to embrace radical inclusion, to offer tender compassion, and to worship with warm gratitude for all that God has done.
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