       Devotional Blog Sunday 20th September
 I recently heard this story, and I thought that I would share it with you:
A man dies and meets Peter at the pearly gates of Heaven. Peter says to him, “You need 300 points to enter. What good have you done in your life?” The man says, “Well, I was a faithful husband and father.”
Peter nods. “Good. That’s worth three points.”
The man says,” I attended church as often as I could and usually gave a tenth of my income.”
Peter replies, “Very good. Another three points.”
The man continues, “I worked hard all my life and tried to treat my co-workers with respect.”
Peter smiles. “Excellent. That’s another two points.” And Peter looks back at him and says,” You only need 292 more.”
Frustrated, the man goes off to make a list of all the good he’s done, desperately trying to reach the 300 points needed.
Time passes. He’s been scribbling away, trying to think of other things he did to earn his place with God. While he’s been working on his list, he has also been watching person after person go in through the gates ahead of him. He recognizes one or two of them. There is the person who bullied him at school, a petty criminal he’s read about in the local paper, and a woman who came to his church but only at Christmas and Easter.
“How did you get on? Peter asks.
“This is impossible! It’s not fair! No one could earn that many points! Only by the grace of God could any of us get into Heaven!”
Peter smiles and says, “That’s the correct answer, 292 points!”
And he opens the gates.

I hope you enjoyed it.
The Kingdom of God was never about accumulating enough merit to deserve entry. It was and is about recognizing the generosity of God.
Mark Gilks


